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2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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Detailed Action 

Response to Amendment 

Claims 1-36 are pending. This action is in response to the RCE received 
December 14, 2005. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-36 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claims do not 
produce a useful, concrete, and tangible result. For example, claim 1 prescribes only 
steps for determining parameters for an intended use. However, claim 1 lacks any 
physical acts that would justify a useful, concrete and tangible result. As currently 
claimed, the intended use is merely hypothetical. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Powers 
etal.(US 6,684,190). 

Re claims 1-6, 18-24, and 35-36, Powers teaches a process for determining at least 
one financial indictor for investments and savings to achieve a particular goal of an individual 
investor (col. 3, line 65 to col. 4, line 6 ), comprising the steps of: 

obtaining financial information from the individual investor (col. 5, lines 45^8: user 
input his/her individual financial information ); 

obtaining further information which is indicative of at least one of: 

a. the individual investor's tolerance for a decline in the investments 
(abstract; Powers discloses user's appropriate risk tolerance ), 

and 

b. the individual investor's tolerance for failure to achieve the 
particular goal (col. 1 , lines 1 3-1 9; fig. 11 ; user has the ability to 
evaluate and re-balance the risk in accordance with his/her risk 
tolerance ): and 

determining the at least one financial indicator as a function of the financial information 
obtained from the individual investor and the further infonnation, wherein the at least one 
financial indicator comprises an asset allocation requirement to achieve the particular goal 
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(col. 8, line 44 to col. 9, line 47: figs. 4-13: Powers graphically plots the requirement to 
achieve the particular investment goal ). 

Re claim 7, Powers teaches substep of calculating the asset allocation data based on 
the financial information (figs. 13-17 ). 

Re claims 8 and 25, Powers teaches obtaining historical data for the investor or for at 
least one further party, wherein the asset allocation data is calculated using the historical data 
(col. 15, lines 6-33 ). 

Re claims 9-10 and 26-27, Powers teaches return assumption data for the investor 
(col. 8, lines 52-65: figs. 3-7 ). 

Re claims 11 and 28, Powers teaches annual savings data for the investor (col. 10, 
lines 39-67 ). 

Re claims 12 and 29, Powers teaches a. first data indicative of a lump sum needed for 
a retirement of the investor, b. second data indicative of a value of current savings at the 
retirement of the investor, c. third data indicative of total savings needed to close a gap for the 
investor between the first data and the second data, and d. fourth data indicative of annual 
savings needed to close the gap (col. 9, line 37 to col. 10, line 28 ). 

Re claims 13 and 30, Powers teaches a. current income of the investor, b. expected 
years until retirement of the investor, c. expected years to be spent in retirement, d. target 
annual retirement income of the investor, e. estimated annual social security benefits of the 
investor, and f. cun^ent retirement assets of the investor (col. 8. lines 25-65 ). 
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Re claims 14-17 and 31-34, Powers teaclies the estimated annual social security 
benefits, the expected years to be spent in the retirement, and the return assumption data 
(col. 11. lines 1-55 ). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon Is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Bove et al, US 2005/0154658 
Loeper, US 2002/0091604 
Hodgdon et al, US 6,985,880 
Macey, US 6,947,904 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Thu Thao Havan whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-81 1 1 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached on (571 ) 272-6747. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571 ) 273-8300. 

Infomiation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infomiation for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more infomiation about the PAIR 
system, see <http://pair-direct-uspto.qov/> . Should you have questions on access to the 
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Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at (866) 217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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3/3/2006 





